INTRODUCTION
Fishes of the genus Pterocryptis Peters are distinguished from other siluroids in having small dorsal fin, upper jaw longer than the lower jaw, and a confluent anal and caudal fin with a distinct notch between them (Bornbusch 1991) . The species distributed in the Indian region are: P. gangelicus (Peters) of the Ganges; P. afghana (Gunther) of Afghanistan, type locality of which is doubtful (Day 1878; Shaw & Shebbeare 1937; Menon 1999) ; P. indicus (Datta, Barman & Jayaram) of Brahmaputra basin; P. wynaadensis (Day) of Western Ghats in Kerala, Cauvery and Tungabhadra river basins. Arunkumar & Tombi (1997) described Silurus morehensis from Chindwin drainage basin in Manipur. Ng & Freyhof (2001) considered the species to be a junior synonym of P. berdmorei and reported 16 nominal species under the genus.
Vishwanath and Nebeshwar (in Jayaram 2006) described Pterocryptis barakensis based on 19 specimens from Vanchengphai village, Barak drainage in Manipur. The description is not adequate. The paper gives a detailed description of the species, and its relationships with its congeners are also given.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Fish were collected from the Vanchengphai village using gill nets. The meristic and morphometric measurements followed the techniques of Jayaram (1999) . Osteological study followed Kobayakawa (1989) . For osteological study, 3 specimens were dissected and stained with Alizarin S following Hollister (1934) . The description is based on formalin preserved specimens. Measurements were taken with digital calipers to 0.1mm. The number of specimens exhibiting a given count is indicated in parentheses. Fin ray counts and osteological studies were done using a zoom stereoscopic microscope. Vishwanath & Nebeshwar, 2006 (Image 1) lateral line; 12 distinct sensory pores, arranged semicircularly on ventral surface of head extending from anterior sides of opercular region on either side to behind lower lip, outer margin of anal fin, ventral and pectoral fins white to pale white; pectoral fin with 14-15 rays, vomerine teeth band continuous.
Pterocryptis barakensis

Description
Dorsal fin absent or minute and soft with two rays, pectoralfin rays I, 13-14; pelvic-fin rays i, 7-8; anal fin rays 65-77; caudal fin rays 6-7 + 8-9; vertebrae 54-55; branchiostegal rays 13. Body elongate, compressed behind head region. Head depressed. Upper jaw prominent and longer than lower jaw. Mouth inferior, gape of mouth narrow and semicircular, extends upto the region below anterior margin of orbit. Eyes covered with skin. Barbel two pairs, maxillary barbels extend beyond pectoral fin. In juveniles and in medium sized males (140-185 mm SL), maxillary barbels extend beyond ventralfin base. A single pair of mandibular barbel present, does not extend to pectoral-fin base. 12-16 transverse lines (vertical lateral line) of widely dotted sensory pores arranged in more or less unequal intervals from the posterior-most end of supraoccipital bone to the base of the caudal fin. A distinct horizontal lateral line is also present in addition to the usual vertical line. Variation in number of transverse lines of dotted sensory pores, 12-13 numbers in males and 15-16 in females. Caudal fin relatively very long and almost truncated. Anal fin long and confluent with caudal fin but with a distinct notch. Anal-fin base extends 1.52-1.64 times of standard length. Anterior nostrils tubular. Anterior margin of pectoral spine smooth, posterior margin granulated in one or two rows and in female posterior margin smooth. Dorsal fin rudimentary with two rays or completely absent.
The species has characteristic arrangement of pores on head ( 
Colour
Body grayish brown to dirty yellowish-brown or light grayish-white on dorsal surface; light brown to dirty white on ventral surface. Outer margin of anal fin white. Half length of ventral fin light grayish-white or white in colour. ¾ length of pectoral fin white or light grayish-white. Dotted sensory pores above the lateral line white in colour.
Sexual dimorphism
Males are different from females in having pointed and elongated genital papilla vs. rounded one; posteriorly granulated pectoral spine vs. smooth one; shorter caudal-fin base, pectoral-fin base, caudal peduncle; shallower body; shorter pre-anal length and mandibular barbel length.
Osteology
Three specimens were dissected for osteological study. Skull (Fig. 2a & b) : Lateral process of lateral ethmoid prominent; lateral process of mesethmoid remarkably long and slender; mesethmoid narrow at base of its lateral process; sagittal crest confined from middle part to posterior part of supraoccipital pterotic and epioccipital bones project outward, sensory canals on frontal bone forming a mere groove. Suspensorium (Fig. 3a & b) : Metapterygoid small compared with hyomandibular, metapterygoid process well developed; hyomandibular process well developed forming a pterygoid process, an elongated and sheet-like bone separates from metapterygoid bone, quadrate process poorly developed.
Shoulder girdle (Fig. 4a & b) : Vertical part of cliethrum short, ventral coracoid lamina poorly developed, coracoid connected with cliethrum by complex suture.
Caudal skeleton: All hypural bones separated from each other, hypurapophysis absent, secondary hypurapophysis forming a well-developed shelf on hypural 1 only. 
